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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS INITIATIVE? 

The aim of SABER - TEACHERS initiative is to collect, analyze and disseminate 
comparable data about national and sub-national teacher policies across developed and developing 
countries. Your participation is important and valued. Below are answers to some general questions. 

 

WHO IS LEADING THIS INITIATIVE? 

This initiative is being led by the Education Team within the Human Development Department of The 
World Bank.  

 

WHY SHOULD YOU PARTICIPATE IN THIS SURVEY? 

Policymakers, educational leaders and researchers will have access to the data collected by this 
initiative. This will enable users to make their own diagnoses about the state of teacher policies in their 
countries, learn about other countries’ policies, and make informed decisions about teacher policy 
reform. Users will also be able to conduct analyses that contribute to the understanding of how teacher 
policies affect teacher quality. 

 

WILL YOUR RESPONSES BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL? 

Yes. No individually-identifiable responses or data will be reported. 

 

HOW WILL YOUR INFORMATION BE REPORTED? 

The information you provide will be combined with the information provided by others. It will then be 
disseminated through a user-friendly website, accessible to the general public. No individually-
identifiable responses or data will be reported. 

 

WE HOPE YOU WILL PARTICIPATE IN THIS INITIATIVE. 

SINCERELY, 

 

ELIZABETH KING  ROBIN HORN    EMILIANA VEGAS 
Director    Manager    Task Team Leader  
Education Sector   Human Development Department  Human Development Department 
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1. OVERVIEW OF THE EDUCATION SYSTEM 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SECTION? 

This section is composed of 24  questions that seek to collect information about the general characteristics of 
the education system and the institutional framework in which teacher policies are embedded. The answers to 
these questions will be useful in understanding the country’s educational context and will facilitate 
comparison across countries. 

CONTACT INFORMATION OF THE RESPONDENT 

Please write down the NAME, INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION, JOB TITLE and E-MAIL of the person who is 
answering this questionnaire. This information will remain strictly confidential. 
 

Name: 
 

Institution: 
 

Job title: 
 

E-mail: 
 

 

THREE THINGS TO NOTE BEFORE BEGINNING TO RESPOND 

1. Answer every sub-question within a question. A “Don’t know” option is available for questions and 
sub-questions that cannot be answered. 

2. Pay attention to the definitions provided for this section; they are important to collect data that is 
comparable across countries. All the words or phrases that have a definition are underlined.  

3. Unless otherwise indicated, the questions refer to the policies that apply to public school teachers. 
Please pay particular attention to the definition of “public school” that has been provided, as it may 
differ from what is generally understood as a public school in the country. 
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RELEVANT DEFINITIONS  

Public schools: This refers to schools that are managed by a public authority.  

Private schools: This refers to schools that are managed by a non-public authority (e.g., an individual 
owner, a corporation, a foundation, a religious organization, etc.).  

Private, government-dependent schools: This refers to schools that are managed by a non-public 
authority (e.g., an individual owner, a corporation, a foundation, a religious organization, etc.) and who 
receive most of their funding from a public authority.  

Private, government-independent schools: This refers to schools that are managed by a non-public 
authority (e.g., an individual owner, a corporation, a foundation, a religious organization, etc.) and who 
receive most of their funding from a non-public authority.  

National: This refers to the whole country.  

Sub-national: This refers to the administrative level that immediately follows the national level. For 
example: states in India, Mexico and the U.S.; provinces in Argentina, Indonesia, Thailand and Finland; 
regions in France, or zones in Nepal.  

Local: This refers to all the administrative subdivisions that fall under the sub-national level. It might 
include, for example, municipalities, counties, districts and/or communes.  

Pre-primary education: The level of education that immediately precedes primary education. Programs 
at this level are usually designed to meet the educational and developmental needs of children at least 
three years of age. This level usually marks the initial stage of organized instruction, and helps to 
introduce very young children to a school-type environment, providing a bridge between home and a 
school-based atmosphere.  

Primary education: The level of education that usually begins at ages 5-7 and lasts for four to seven 
years of schooling. In some countries it may be called elementary education. It typically marks the 
beginning of systematic studies on reading, writing and mathematics, although children may begin 
learning basic literacy and numeracy skills at the pre-primary level.  

Secondary education: The level of education that usually begins at ages 11-14 and lasts for three to six 
years of schooling. Secondary education may include a lower secondary period followed by an upper 
secondary period. In some countries, these are called middle school and high school, respectively. 
Although it generally continues the basic programs of study of the primary education level, teaching 
typically becomes more subject-focused, often employing more specialized teachers who conduct 
classes in their field(s) of specialization.  

Tertiary education: The level of education that immediately follows secondary education. It includes 
many different types of postsecondary programs, which in turn lead to different educational 
qualifications. Tertiary education is composed of: (i) postsecondary programs that are generally more 
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practical, technical and/or occupationally specific, leading to an ISCED 5B level of educational 
qualification; (ii) theoretically based programs that provide sufficient qualifications for gaining entry to 
advanced research programs and professions with high skill requirements, leading to an ISCED 5A level 
of educational qualification; and (iii) programs devoted to advanced study and original research, and 
leading to the award of an advanced research qualification (ISCED level 6). Enrollment in tertiary 
education is usually not compulsory.  

Compulsory education: Number of years that children are legally obliged to attend school.  

Curriculum/curricula: The set(s) of courses, and their content(s), offered at school(s). 

Standards: This refers to the knowledge and skills that students should possess at critical points in their 
educational careers. While curricula guide teaching content and represent the route to achieve 
acceptable learning levels, standards define what students should know and be able to do at specific 
grade levels, and can provide a way to measure student success in terms of skill acquisition.  
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A. Institutional framework 

 
1. Country name: 

 
 
 

 
2. List the public sector institutions that are primarily responsible for setting teacher policies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. List the public sector institutions that are primarily responsible for implementing teacher policies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4. List the public sector institutions that are primarily responsible for overseeing compliance with teacher 
policies. 
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B. Structure of the education system 
 

5. Please fill in the following information where it has not already been pre-filled:  
     

a. Primary education 
Entrance age:   Years of age  
    

 Duration of education:    Years 
     

b. Secondary education Entrance age:   Years of age 
     

 Duration of education:    Years 
     

c. Compulsory education Entrance age:   Years of age 
     

 Duration of education:    Years 
 

 
6. Do the following types of schools exist?  

 
a. Public schools  Yes  

 No  
 
 

Don’t know  

b. Private schools  Yes  
 No  
 
 

Don’t know  

b.i. Private, government-independent schools Yes  
 No  
 
 

Don’t know  

b.ii. Private, government-dependent schools  Yes  
 No  
 Don’t know  

 

 7. According to laws or regulations, what is the minimum length of the school day in hours? 

 a. In primary education  Number of hours  

 
b. In secondary education  Number of hours 

 

  

 7
 

 

 8. According to laws or regulations, what is the minimum length of the school week in days? 
 

a. In primary education

  

b. In secondary education
  

Number of days

Number of days 
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9. According to laws or regulations, what is the minimum length of the school year in days? 
 

a. In primary education  Number of days 

 
b. In secondary education  Number of days 

 

C. Curricular structure and standards

 10. What kind of curricula are there?  

 

 

       d.  School curricula

 

11. What best describes the design of the curricula?  
 
a. The national curriculum Sets the contents broadly 
 Sets the contents in detail 
 Not applicable (this curriculum does not exist) 
 Don’t know 

 

b.  Sub-national  curricula Sets the contents broadly 
 Sets  the contents in detail 
 Not applicable (this curriculum does not exist) 
 Don’t know 

 
Sets the contents broadly 
Sets  the contents in detail 

 Not applicable (this curriculum does not exist) 

 d.   School curricula
Don’t know  

 

a. A national curriculum 
 

 
 
b. Sub-national curricula 

 

 curricula

curricula 
 

 
 

 
 

c. Local

c. Local

Sets the contents broadly 
Sets  the contents in detail 
Not applicable (this curriculum does not exist) 
Don’t know  
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Yes 
No 
Don’t know 

Yes 
No 
Don’t know 

Yes 
No 
Don’t know 

Yes 
No 
Don’t know 
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a. A national educational authority Yes If Yes, specify name in the textbox below:  

 No  
 Don’t know  
 
 
 
 

 
 

b. Sub-national educational authorities Yes 

 

 No 

 

 Don’t know 

 

 
c. Local educational authorities Yes 

 

 No 

 

 Don’t know 

 
 

d. Schools  Yes 

 

 No 

 

 

 

Don’t know

 

 

 
13. In practice, do the following authorities set standards for what public school students must 

know and be able to do?   

a.  A national educational authority Yes If Yes, specify name in the textbox below:  

 No  
 Don’t know  
 
 
 

 
 

 

b. Sub-national educational authorities Yes 
 

 

No 
 

 

Don’t know 

 

 
c. Local educational authorities 
 

 
d. Schools  Yes 

 

 No 

 

 
Don’t know  
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Yes  

No

 

 

  
 

12. According to laws or regulations, are the following authorities responsible for setting 
standards for what public school students must know and be able to do?  

 

 

 14.  According to laws or regulations are curricula and standards aligned ? 

 

Don’t know 

  

Yes 
No 
Don’t know 
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D. Standardized assessments of student learning 

 
15. Do standardized assessments of student learning exist?  

 
a. National

 
 
 

b. Sub-national assessments  

 
 
 

 
16. Please provide the following information for the standardized assessments that exist:  

 
a. National assessments  

 
Name of  

assessment 

 Frequency of 
administration  

 Ages assessed  Is the test administered 
among a sample or 
among all students? 

Can student scores 
be matched to 
individual teachers? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Yes 
No 
Don’t know 

Yes 
No 
Don’t know 

If Yes 16., go to question

          

 
If No or Don’t know,  go to question 17.      

 

If Yes 16., go to question

          

 
If No or Don’t know,  go to question 17.      
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b. Sub-national assessments 

 
 

Name of  
assessment 

 Frequency of 
administration  

 Ages assessed  Is the test administered 
among a sample or 
among all students? 

Can student scores 
be matched to 
individual teachers? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 17. Has your country participated in an international assessment of student learning? 

 
 
18. If your country has participated in an international assessment of student learning, please provide the 

following details:  

Name of assessment  Year(s) in which the country participated 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Yes 

No 
Don’t know

If Yes 18., go to question

          

 
If No or Don’t know,  go to question 19.      

SABER -Teachers                                                                                                     The World Bank  



19. According to laws or regulations, must public authorities assign a unique identification number to each 
teacher, which can be used to track them over time? (e.g., a social security number, national ID number, 

       teacher  registration number, etc.)

a. A national authority 
Yes If Yes , specify name in the textbox below: 
No   
Don’t know  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

b. Sub-national authorities Yes  
 No  
 Don’t know  

 
20. In practice, do public authorities assign a unique identification number to each teacher which can be used
        to track them over time?  

 

a. A national authority Yes If Yes, 

 

specify name in the textbox below: 
No  

 Don’t know  
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

b. Sub-national authorities Yes  
 No  
 Don’t know  
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 21. According to laws or regulations, must public authorities assign a unique identification number to each 
student, which can be used to track them over time? (e.g., a social security number, national ID number,

        student registration number, etc.) 

a. A national authority Yes If Yes

 

, specify name in the textbox below: 
No 

 Don’t know  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

b. Sub-national authorities Yes  

 No  
 Don’t know  

22. In practice, do public authorities assign a unique identification number to each student which can be used
       to track them over time?  

 
a. A national authority Yes If Yes

 
, specify name in the textbox below: 

No 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t know  
 
 
 
 
 

  
b. Sub-national authorities Yes  
 No  
 Don’t know  
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c. Local educational authorities 
 

 
Yes 
No 
Don’t know 

 
c. Local educational authorities 
 

Yes 
No 
Don’t know 
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24. Please describe any important policy issues in relation to the overview of the education system? 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

E. Additional information  

23. In the past 5 years, have there been important policy reforms to the education system? 
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