REPUBLIC OF SEYCHELLES

SEYCHELLES NATIONAL PLAN



INTRODUCTION

This National Plan of Action for Children (2005-2009) represents the
commitment of the Government of Seychelles to ensure the continuous
development and well-being of all Seychellois children. It is recognised
that Seychelles has achieved a lot over the years, especially with
regards to the provision of free health care and educational services.
Through the signing and ratification of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, Seychelles has also proved its commitment in accepting and
respecting the universal value that a child is a human being and as
such should be guaranteed their basic human rights.

The Plan of Action certainly comes at an opportune time for
Seychelles. In a fast changing world, certain realities have to be
accepted. For one, it is more difficult foday to separate the line that
divides childhood and adulthood. Children's behaviour, expectations
and needs have changed. It is the duty of us all to understand what is
happening around us today and not condemn out of ignorance.
Simply because our children do not behave as we did, does not mean
that they are rebelling against us. It is the duty of each generation to
understand and educate the next one. In practical terms, this Plan
intends to do exactly that and much more.

President James Michel has dedicated 2005 as the year for all
Seychellois children. Under the theme, “Our Children, Our Treasure, Our
Future,” he has urged us all to give fresh impetus to how we, as a
nation, educate our children and young people and ensure their well-
being and development. This plan represents the efforts of those
Ministries and organisations that have the responsibility of nurturing,
educating and protecting our children. The Plan was developed over a
3 month period during 2004. During this time, an inventory of research
studies that have been undertaken on children and youth in Seychelles
over the years was compiled as well as an assessment of all services
and programmes by all key Ministries and organisations catering for
children. This has helped identify areas of weaknesses and gaps in the
delivery of services and formulation of policies and programmes
relating to children and youth.

Following this exercise, a two-day workshop was organized in late 2004,
to finalise a draft Plan of Action that would be presented to the
Steering Committee set up and chaired by President Michel to oversee
the organisation of key activities to ensure the implementation of the
theme in 2005. The workshop brought together all Government
Ministries, NGOs and Civil Society organisations involved with children in
Seychelles. To ensure that children themselves participate in the
drawing up of the plan, a group of secondary school students from
English River School was also invited. It has to be noted that the



children brought much enthusiasm and new ideas to the proposed
document.

Following the workshop, the draft document was sent to all Ministries
and organisations that participated in the workshop as well as other
Ministries and organisations in Seychelles. Once everyone had
validated the document, it was presented to the Steering Committee
at State House where it was unanimously approved. The Plan contains
20 Goals and specific actions and targets that have to be undertaken
over the next § years to ensure the sustained development and well-
being of all Seychellois children. In many ways, the Plan is proactive
because it is not simply addressing problematic issues that are
affecting children today. While it caters for the continued enforcement
of all laws relating to child protection in Seychelles, the Plan also
proposes actions and activities that will take Seychellois' children to
new heights of well-being and development.

The Plan will be monitored and evaluated by the Seychelles National
Commission for Children.

It is hoped that all Ministries and organisations that have a stake in this
Plan participate actively to translate the actions and targets into
reality. The Goals are not overly ambitious. They are realistic and
achievable and signify what we owe to our children.
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10.0 To develop a
culture of
responsible
parenting

10.1 Educate children on
budgeting and parenting skills

10.2 Sensitise and educate
parents through media on
parenting and budgeting skills

10.1.1 Introduce attractive and
incentive-based savings schemes

10.1.2 Reinforce PSE
Curriculum to incorporate
education on children’s
rights/responsibilities and
values/morality

10.2.1 Production of socially-
based programmes/
documentaries

Number of savings
Schemes

New Curriculum

Number of
programmes produced

Bankers
Association
MOEY

MOEY, MSAE,
MOH, NGOs

MSAE, SBC,
MoH, MOEY,
NGOs, NCC
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